Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 RABAT 00299 180844Z 

15 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-09 ISO-OO FEA-01 AEC-05 AID-05 CEA-01 

CIAE-00 CIEP-01 COME-OO DODE-OO FPC-01 H-01 INR-07 

INT-05 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-03 RSC-01 SAM-01 

OES-03 SP-02 SS-15 STR-01 TRSE-00 FRB-01 /079 W 

082235 

R 171750Z IAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY RABAT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4325 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE RABAT 0299 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: BEXP BTIO EIND ENRG MO 

SUB J : MOROCCO TO ESTABLISH GOVERNMENT CORPORATION TO 
EXPLOIT OIL SHALE 

REF: RABAT 5011 

1. WELL INFORMED GOM SOURCE INFORMED EMBASSY THAT WITHIN 
NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS, THE MOROCCAN GOVERNMENT WILL ANNOUNCE 
CREATION OF SPECIAL CORPORATE ENTITY COMPARABLE TO 
PHOSPHATE MONOPOLY (OCP) TO DIRECT DEVELOPMENT AND 
EXPLOITATION OF OIL SHALE. HEAD OF NEW ORGANIZATION HE 
RECKONS WILL BE ALLAL KANOUNI, CURRENTLY CHIEF OF HYDRO 
CARBON DEPARTMENT IN GOVERNMENT MINING AND PETROLEUM 
RESEARCH MONOPOLY (BRPM). 

2. GOM PLACING GREAT HOPE IN OIL SHALE AS FUTURE ENERGY 
SOURCE FOR MOROCCO EVEN IF NO CONVENTIONAL OIL DISCOVERIES 
MADE. 

3. ACCORDING SOURCE, AT THIS POINT GOM STILL DOES NOT HAVE 
PRECISE KNOWLEDGE QUALITY OR QUANTITY OF SHALE DEPOSITS NOR 
OF LOGISTICAL AND TECHNICAL PROBLEMS ENT ATT, FT) IN TRANSPORTING, 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 RABAT 00299 180844Z 

PROCESSING, AND EXPLOITING. SOURCE BELIEVES THAT IT NOT TOO 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


SOON FOR AMERICAN FIRMS TO BEGIN DISCUSSIONS WITH GOM REGARDING 
PACKAGE PROPOSALS FOR GEOLOGICAL STUDY, ORGANIZATIONAL 
PLAN FOR NEW ENTITY, AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE LEADING 
TO ESTABLISHMENT OF OPERATING COMMERCIAL CORPORATIONS 
TO EXPLOIT MOROCCAN OIL SHALES UNDER AEGIS NEW GOVERNMENT 
BODY. 

4. BEGIN COMMENT. ATLANTIC RICHFIELD FILM ON OIL SHALE 
EXPLOITATION LOANED TO GOM LAST YEAR HAS, ACCORDING TO 
SOURCE, HAD GALVANIZING EFFECT ON GOM. IT WAS SHOWN 
WITHIN GOVERNMENT, AT ROYAL PALACE AND ON LOCAL 
TELEVISION, AND HAS GENERATED BROAD AND DEEP INTEREST AND 
HOPE FOR SOLUTION TO ENERGY NEEDS. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO 
STIMULATE INTERESTED AND QUALIFIED AMERICAN FIRMS TO MAKE 
PRELIMINARY APPROACH TO COMMERCE MINISTRY SECRETARY STATE 
MOUSSA SAADI WHO AT PRESENT STILL CHARGED WITH RESPONSIBILITY 
TO ADVANCE MOROCCAN INTEREST IN OIL SHALE FIELD. 

END COMMENT. 
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